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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, IR, US 

SUBJECT: FORD MOTOR COMPANY INTEREST IN IRANIAN PROJECT 

WAYNE FREDERICKS OF FORD INFORMED SOBER THAT IACOCCA, 

ED WILLIAMS AND FREDERICKS HAD A POSITIVE MEETING WITH 
HUSHANG ANSARY IN NEW YORK ON APRIL 4. ANSARY TOLD THEM 
THAT NIOC IS SEEKING TO DIVERSIFY ITS INTERESTS AND IS 
LOOKING AT POSSIBILITY OF EXPANDING AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY. 
IN THAT EVENT, IT COULD TAKE SUBSTANTIAL PART OF 50 PERCENT 
EQUITY HOLDING WHICH FORD FORESEES FOR GOI; FORD AND 
IRAN NATIONAL WOULD SPLIT THE REMAINDER. WILLIAMS AND 
FREDERICKS EXPECT TO ARRIVE IN TEHRAN ABOUT APRIL 15 FOR 
FURTHER TALKS. THEY SAY THAT VOLKSWAGEN IS STILL IN THE 
COMPETITION FOR THIS PROJECT, BUT ARE HOPEFUL THAT FORD 
WILL PREVAIL. (THEY CONSIDER THAT "GOOD WORDS" PUT IN BY 
USG REPS HAVE BEEN OF SUBSTANTIAL IMPORTANCE.) IF TALKS 
CONTINUE TO PROCEED POSITIVELY, THEY ANTICIPATE THAT 
FINAL DECISION ON FORD PARTICIPATION COULD COME 5-6 MONTHS 
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